CHAPTER.  XXIX

REPORTS   OF  THE  BATTLE

1898

DUEING the Brooklyn's short stay at Guantanamo the occa-
sion was improved to call upon Admiral Cervera and his cap-
tains, who were prisoners of war on board the St. Louis, anchored
at that time in the harbor. Admiral Cervera explained that his
purpose had been to concentrate the fire of his ships upon the
Brooklyn, as well as to ram her, believing that this plan would
increase the chances of escaping with the others, the Brooklyn
being regarded as the fastest vessel of the American squadron
then in his front. If he had been successful in disabling the
Brooklyn, and the New York being absent, it is an open ques-
tion what the result might have been. Fortunately, his plan was
frustrated, and the result everybody knows.

On the 6th of July the report of the battle, mainly prepared
on the way to Guantanamo, was ready for transmission by the
flag secretary, Lieutenant B. W. Wells. In this report some cor-
rections were made in the names and positions of the Spanish
ships as they emerged from the harbor, which the similarity in
type and size had confused in the first moments of the battle.

As the scope of the victory was considered, its importance
grew in consequence, compared with the decisive actions of other
days. It was believed then, and it is thought now, to be unique,
and will so live in the nation's history, as the one battle where
the enemy's squadron was beaten, destroyed absolutely, and
its personnel captured almost entirely. Its consequence was the
expulsion of Spanish power from the waters of the Western Con-
tinent. The work begun by General Simon Bolivar in expelling
the Spanish from Venezuela, in 1822, was completed on July 3,
1898, at Santiago de Cuba, when Cuba was rescued from the
Spanish yoke. These two incidents will live in the history of
the American continent side by side. It is esteemed, therefore,,battle, but too far away to be reached by signals after
